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\for one or more of the elements in a second data type, conducting a 
second oate type similarity search to return match results from the database for 
the one or more elements in the first data type; 

combining the^match results from the first data type similarity search and 
the second data type simtt^rity search to provide query document match results. 

2. A method as claimed in cteirn 1, wherein one of the data types is 
representative of text. 




3. A method as claimed in claim 2, wher&qa plurality of the data types are 
representative of text, separate data types of the plurality being representative of 
Jifferent functional blocks of text. 
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4. (Arnended) A method as claimed in [any preceding cI^hq] claim 1 , 
whereir^ohe of the data types is representative of pictorial images. 

5. (Amended) X. A method as claimed in [any preceding claim] claim 1 , 
wherein one of the dbta types is representative of graphical images. 

6. (Amended) A metnbd as claimed in [any preceding claim] claim 1 , 
wherein one of the data types ^representative of the arrangement of other data 
types within the document. 

7. (Amended) A method as claimed^ [any preceding claim] claim 1 , 
wherein the step of similarity searching to retuta match results is carried out, 
separately, for a plurality of elements having between them more than two data 
types. 

8. (Amended) A method as claimed in [any preceding cl^im] claim 1 , where 
all features 6f a common data type in the document are treated ^ one element. 

9. (Amended) A method as claimed in [any of] claim[s] 1 [to 7], vWjere, 
spatially distinct features of a common data type in the document are treated as 
separate elements. 



10. (Amended) A method as claimed in [any preceding claim] claim 1 , 
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wlWein elements are user selectable or deselectable for the step of similarity 
searching. 

1. (AmendefcW A method as claimed in [any preceding claim] claim 1 , 
wherein the simil^ity searching results for separate elements are weighted before 
combination. 



12. A method as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein said weighting is user selected. 

13. A method as claimed irKclaim 1 1 , wherein said weighting is attributed 
according to a determined significance of each relevant element in the document. 
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14. (Amended) A method of searching a database to find documents similar 
to a query document, comprising: 



decomposing the query documentvinto elements of different data types; 

determining a layout element in a layout datatype from the spatial 
arrangement of the elements in the document \and 

for the layout element, conducting a layour^imilarity search to return match 
results from the database for the layout element. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the layout similarity search 
involves searching against templates representative of different document types. 

16. A method as claimed in claim 14, wherein the elements include elements 
of separate data types representative of different functional blocks of text. 

17. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 14 [or claim 1&1, wherein the 
elements include elements of data types representative of images/ 




REMARKS 

This preliminary amendment is submitted with an application being 
submitted under 35 U.S.C. 371, as part of the National Phase filing of International 
Patent Application PCT/GB00/00489. Claims 1-17 remain in the application. 
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